4.3 Deputy T.M. Pitman of the Minister for Education, Sport and Culture regarding the
internal investigation into the starting-pistol shooting incident at a secondary school:

Could the Minister clarify what policies and proaeek, if any, were followed in conducting the
internal investigation into the starting pistol sting incident at the secondary school and were
students who witnessed the incident interviewed?

Deputy P.J.D. Ryan of St. John (The Minister for Education, Sport and Culture):

The Deputy has asked similar questions on the sarbgect matter over the last 2 or 3 States
Assemblies so | will not go back over all the grauso | will say this. Thankfully, the young
person involved was not seriously injured. Safeding is our prime responsibility and we take
it very seriously indeed. | advise that 2 intenm&kestigations into the starting pistol inciders a

in progress and they have taken place. They vmitiated once the police inquiry and the court
case were completed. The first of those 2 ingsiihas now been completed in line with the
States of Jersey and Education disciplinary proeesduThe second investigation relates to the
school’'s management and reaction to the departmphysical education and accident reporting
procedures. This one is not yet concluded. Duitreginternal investigations, students were not
interviewed because this had already been donara®fpthe initial investigation by the police
and these statements were available to the departsoein that case, it was not necessary to
interview the young people a second time.

4.3.1 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Thank you. Supplementary, Sir. | do not ask treggestions lightly but having been contacted
by the parent, my concern is with the child andouid like the Minister to at least let us know -
because | believe it was not mentioned in couniat in the pupils’ and the parents’ statements,
words were attributed to the teacher to the etbéctWatch this. | am going to shoot pupil X in
the face.” If that is true, is the Minister fulgonfident that his internal inquiry has done the
necessary? With the teacher returning to schodic indo not know, | have got nothing against
him - but is that sending out the right messageibbow safe our children are?

[10:00]
The Deputy of St. John:

There were about 3 questions in there and | wylland remember them all as | think about
answering the last one. In terms of are our céildsafe, we have taken action. We have
removed all starting pistols from all schools imséy. | cannot do more than that. About the
students’ statements, the students who witnessedhtident made statements the day after it
occurred. It is not usual practice for the deparitio repeat such interviews with minors. This
puts minors under stress and it is not right esfigcafter some time has elapsed. These
students have now left the school and are carrgimgvith their education, training or work
elsewhere so it is wrong to go back over old grouhdepeat, the E.S.C. (Education, Sport and
Culture) team had access to the statements. Aatidfied that my department, the police,
everybody concerned is carrying out the necessamgstigations? Yes, | absolutely am.

4.3.2 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

| question the method of prevention and | am ingeidy Would the Minister kindly tell us how
they are going to be starting running races arforgb in future? With a whistle?

The Deputy of St. John:

I am going to ignore the last part of that questtompletely and | hope the Assembly forgives
me and the public outside forgives me for ignotiingt. As regards the procedures concerned, |
will make one further point. The court case isatar of public record at which the incident was
proven and sentenced accordingly by the Magistr@mset. This is a matter of public record.
The internal disciplinary process and the procedsireonfidential and not a matter of public



record in line with States of Jersey policy regagddisciplinary matters for its staff and that
disciplinary process has now been completed. falgevidence included a statement of
retraction by the main student concerned and kthimould like to leave it there.

4.3.3 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Can the Minister tell us if the main witness was tthild who was shot in the face and, in
concluding that question, would the Minister reédas what he said about moving on because
this child has left the school. That is not theues The issue is could this happen again to any
other child. Would he not agree?

The Deputy of St. John:

All starting pistols have been removed from schodldo not know who the main statement was
because | have not read it. This is an operatiomater. Ministers and Members of this
Assembly are here to formulate policy. This isragienal and | am very confident in the ability
of my officers to carry out any necessary invesiiges and to take the necessary actions as
required when they have the results.



